
Korimako Class Newsletter
Term 4, 2022

Dear Parents and Caregivers,
A big welcome back to Term 4. I hope that you have all had a good
break. We have another busy term ahead of us. A special welcome to
Joshua who has joined us this term from Torbay. We are pleased to
have you in our class and we know you will enjoy Otakiri School.

Otakiri School’s Ag. Day on Friday 21st, October. We have been busy
creating art to display in the hall. From Thursday after school feel free
to visit Gold Team's art in the library and on Friday, Blue Team’s Art in
the hall. Thank you to all the parents that have supported their children
with the art and craft that they have done at home.
Our Ag. Day is followed by Group Day on Tuesday 25th, October at
Otakiri School.

I am very proud of the children are entering an animal for Ag. Day- Pippa with Toffee, Charlie with
A.J. and Miller with Koko. Also Isabelle who is entering her chicken, Little Red Hen, in the caged
animal section. You have put a lot of hard work and time into your animals. It is great to see you Dare
to Dream.

We are a Sunsmart school so Term 4 is ‘hat’ term. All children MUST wear an Otakiri blue bucket hat.
These can be purchased at the office. Also, please ensure that your child puts on sunblock before
school and has sunblock in their bag to reapply at midday. Chapstick is also a good idea as lips get
very dry and cracked at this time of year.

As the weather gets warmer children discard their jackets, hoodies etc. Please name ALL of your
children’s clothing so it can be returned to them if they misplace it. We have a dress code at school
that helps to protect our children from the sun. Please, no strappy tops or tank tops etc. If your child
wears earrings they are to be studs or small hoops. The only other jewellery allowed to be worn is
special taonga like greenstone necklaces etc. If you are uncertain please talk to me. Your child will
also need a named water bottle. It is so important that the children keep well hydrated in this warm
weather.

For Writing this term we start with Narrative writing. Korimako Kids will also have the opportunity to do
Quick Writes where the children are free to write about anything they choose. We continue to work on
achieving what we need to do to become a Year 3 or Year 4 Writer by the end of the year.

At the beginning of the term all children will be re-tested on the Essential Spelling List words. They
will have learning lists written into their Homework books weekly and they will be tested on Fridays.
Some children are forgetting to bring their Homework books to school or failing to practise spelling
words at home. It is important that your child continues to learn their spelling words at home to
support them in their writing.



We begin the term by reading narratives as well as continuing to work on reading with fluency,
expression and appropriate phrasing. We will also be working on answering more in-depth
comprehension questions, making inferences, giving opinions and critical thinking, within our Reading
groups. You could support your child’s learning at school by asking them thought provoking questions
as you listen to them read or just as you talk to each other. We will link our Reading to our Narrative
writing and we will end the term with plays which the children really enjoy.

Our Key Concept for this term is Change, a continuation of our Term 3 focus. We will be growing
plants from seed and planting our class garden.

Our library day is Friday. Your child will need a book bag to carry their books home in to protect the
books from damage. The children may also change their library books at lunch time. They do not
need to wait until their library day.

For L.E.A.D . our focus is on Respect for each other, ourselves and our environment.

Our Maths focus for the term is Statistics - probability, Geometry-position and mapping and number.

Athletics season is upon us and we will be practising track and field skills from Week 2. We learn and
practise our skills on Monday and Wednesday afternoons. We also do a Fitness Circuit, on the turf,
on Tuesday and Thursday mornings. We end our week with Jump Jam and waiata in the hall on
Friday morning.

We end the term with Christmas stories, arts and crafts. Korimako class are also Santa’s Helpers and
will deliver the mail during the last 2 weeks of school. If you have a Christmas hat that they can wear
while delivering the mail it would add to the festivities.

Finally, many thanks to you all for your continued support of Otakiri, Korimako and your children. I
really appreciate it. They are a really great bunch of kids.

Regards-Miss G. Head Korimako


