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Kia ora e te whānau,

Welcome back to you all, I hope you all enjoyed the lovely break away with gorgeous sunshine!!

We have a busy Term 4 ahead of us, Ag Day was an awesome start to our Term. I thank all of you for

supporting your children to get involved. I was so impressed with the miniature gardens, decorated eggs

and even a welding project by Hannah. The Gold Team display was amazing and I hope you all had a

chance to go through and celebrate the children's efforts with them. Thank you to all of Karearea for

your mahi getting this display up and the very cool creations that you made on Thursday!

We have our Gold Team Athletics on Thursday 3rd November, which is Week 3. We will be having a few

Gold Team practices over the time before this date. We are learning discus, shot put, high jump, long

jump and vortex throwing. If you have any expertise in any of these sports and would like to come and

help our class develop their skills,  please send me an email and I will book a session that works for you.

December 5-7, Week 8 of this term is our class camp. I am very close to finalising everything and will

have more detailed information coming out to you ASAP. We are waiting for confirmation on 2 more

places to lock down our itinerary and then I will have everything ready to send out. There will be a form

coming home this week to give your child permission and to list any allergies or food intolerances, among

other things. I would really appreciate you promptly returning these and ensuring you fill them out

accurately. The information is all very important to ensure I can do my best to keep everyone safe as

possible. We have 9 keen parents coming with us to camp. Richard and I decided to allow everyone to

come along as it has been a while since the kids and parents have had a camp opportunity. I will host a

camp parent meeting on Wednesday 23rd November, Week 6. This will give us an opportunity to go over

all our details and activities thoroughly.

Curriculum Learning this term….

LITERACY -

Writing - Recount for weeks 1 and 2. Then on to Narrative till week 6. Finally finishing with poetry for

our final few weeks.

Reading - This term I will be concentrating on all levels of comprehension. In my time with this class and

through the testing I have completed I have noticed there are a lot of strong readers but their ability

to understand the meaning of the text is not as strong. We will focus on inference and reorganisation



first. If you would like to help with this at home that would be great for your child's development.

Before, during and after your child is reading a text simply asking them open ended questions will help

them engage into their reading better. For example before reading, an open ended question could be “by

looking at the picture, what do you think this story is about?” However, a closed question is “who is in the

picture?” An open ended question allows them to process all the clues and information to form their own

opinion. During reading you could ask, “what has happened so far?” “What do you think will happen next?”

This checks that they are absorbing and processing the text as they go. After reading, try asking

questions such as “why did that character do that?”, “how do you think that character was feeling?”,

“what was your favourite part of the story?” and “why?”. Remember, a variety of text at home is great

for this age group. A magazine, a newspaper article or any night time stories they are reading is all

beneficial.

Spelling - We will continue to work through the Essential lists. The children will have 8 words per week.

Any help at home to practise these words will be helpful for them. They need to bring their spelling

notebooks every Monday to get their new list put in.

NUMERACY -

This term we are starting with Number and moving into Geometry and Measurement. On the NZ maths

website there is a huge variety of supporting material for learning at home. You can access this here:

https://nzmaths.co.nz/families-and-whanau

INQUIRY LEARNING -

Process Technology - This term we will be using bridges as our topic to learn about how to plan, make and

evaluate a project from start to finish. We will invite you in to have a look at our creations when we have

our projects completed.

PHYSICAL EDUCATION -

For weeks 1-3 we will be focussing on athletics as I mentioned earlier. After that we will enjoy a variety

of games as a class. We will be trying out some new games and challenges that extend our movement and

skills. We will continue to practise our positive sportsmanship to ensure all players have an enjoyable

experience.

If you ever have any questions, please feel free to contact me catherine@otakiri.school.nz.

Ngā mihi nui,

Whaea Catherine
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