
Kiwi Class Term Four

Dear Parents and Caregivers,

Welcome to Kiwi Class and Term 4. This newsletter is to let you know what Kiwi Class

students will be learning and experiencing during Term Four. Firstly I’d like to welcome

Luke, Wyatt, Annabelle and Emily who have started Otakiri School in Kiwi Class.

To share a little about myself; I have been teaching at Otakiri School

since the year 2000. I lived in this community for a large number of

years but have now moved to the beach. I love to teach all areas of the

curriculum but do hold a special place in my heart for Maths. Outside of school I love to

run, cycle and walk our dog Jemma on the beach. I also enjoy hiking in our amazing bush.

In the holidays I spent a day hiking in the Kaimai Ranges and got to enjoy the calmness

and beauty our bush has to offer.

The Otakiri Way

Learners Forever, LEADing the Future

Kiwi Children start each term by becoming familiar with our school wide LEAD expectations.

These are:

Learn with Purpose - Be a self-manager; Have a growth mindset; Collaborate and learn with others

Engage with Kindness - Use kind words and actions; Be empathetic; Support others

Act with Respect - Respect myself; Respect others; Respect our environment

Dare to Dream - Believe in yourself; Set goals and plan steps for success; Take risks

Each week we will focus on one aspect to help us become independent thinkers and positive leaders for

now and in the future.  We will be looking at Respect over the coming weeks.

Units of Work

Our Concept continues to be ‘Change’ and our context is ‘The Seasons’. We will become familiar with Ag

Day animals, spring planting and changes we can see and feel as Spring changes into Summer. Our unit

of work will include looking at lambs, calves and kids, planting our class garden with vegetables and

flowers and how we can look after ourselves as the summer heat increases and we find ways to protect

ourselves and to keep ourselves safe when in or near water. In the last weeks of the term we will get

creative with Christmas creations.

Literacy focuses on Phonics. We are continuing to use the Better Start Literacy Programme which is

being introduced to many schools across New Zealand. This programme supports our reading and daily

writing. The emphasis is on letter sounds and how we can stretch and hear sounds within words and

then blend them together to create words (segmenting and blending phonemes).

Maths this term continues to build on number patterns with 5, to 10, with 10 and beyond

up to 100. We will recap on doubling and halving, both sets and shapes. We will include

counting to and from 10, 20, and up to 100. Our Maths will also include statistics and

volume.



For Visual Arts we will focus on sketching and collage. We will use natural resources to help create

sceneries and imaginative creations.

In P.E. the focus is on Athletics. For Fitness we have started circuit work focussed on coordination,

increasing heart rate and building stamina. This includes star jumps, step ups, single ropes, skip-its,

gutter boards and jump the line.

Homework

Your child will bring home either a reader or phonics captions or poems on most nights. The poems and

captions will be in the homework books so these will need to come to school daily. Please practise as

often as is possible any of the activities at the front and back of the Homework book.

For those of you who have the internet, your child’s Reading Eggs login and password along with the QR

code for Seesaw are at the back of their Homework book.  Half the class also have Mathletics logins.

Please encourage your child to be responsible for their reader, homework book and reading bag and to

return them to school every day.

Library

Our Library day is Friday. Library books must be carried in children’s book bags so that they

are protected from any spills that may happen in school bags.

Lunch

At lunch times the children are encouraged to eat their sandwiches, buns, wraps and/or pita bread

first, followed by fruit and lastly their treat food. Treat foods tend to come in packets. Please teach

your child how to open them independently. If they have yoghurt or dairy food, please supply a spoon in

their lunch box.

Clothing

Please ensure that your child’s clothing is named, including socks. This saves a lot

of time at the end of the school day.  The lost property bin is in the carport.

Learning Assistants

With the increased number of students in Kiwi Class, we are lucky to have Liga Ruffell, Jenni Gibbons

and Margaret Hamilton as our Learning Assistants. They will be supporting our class program between

9am until 2.30pm Monday to Friday.

If you have any queries, please feel free to come and see me. I am tied up in a meeting before school

on Friday mornings but apart from that either 20 minutes before school or directly after school I am

available.  Wishing you a wonderful term ahead!

Kind Regards

Eraina Attwood (AP)




